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SUBJECT: GDR PETROLEUM TECHNOLOGY CLAIMED TO INCREASE 
YIELD OF LIGHT PETROLEUM PRODUCTS FROM CRUDE 

1 . DURING RECENT VISIT TO LEUNA CHEMICAL WORKS, AMBASSA- 
DOR WAS SHOWN A NEWLY-DEVELOPED VACUUM DISTILLATION UNIT, 
STILL UNDER CONSTRUCTION, WHICH GDR TECHNICIANS CLAIM WILL 
BE CAPABLE OF SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASING THE YIELD OE LIGHT 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS IN THE PROCESSING OE CRUDE OIL. 

2. DIRECTOR GENERAL ERICH MUELLER TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT 
THE YIELD OF LIGHT PETROLEUM PRODUCTS USING TECHNOLOGY 
NEWLY DEVELOPED AT LEUNA WILL BE AS HIGH AS 35 PERCENT OE 
CRUDE OIL INPUT, AS COMPARED TO YIELD LEVELS OF 26-28 
PERCENT THAT CAN BE ATTAINED UNDER PRESENT TECHNOLOGY. 
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LEUNA OFFICIALS BELIEVE THAT THE NEW PROCESS WILL SIGNI- 
FICANTLY INCREASE THE YIELD OF GASOLINE AND PETRO- 
CHEMICAL FEEDSTOCKS WHILE REDUCING THE RELATIVE PRO- 
DUCTION OF FUEL OIL. USING THE NEW TECHNOLOGY, LEUNA 
HOPES EVENTUALLY TO DERIVE THE SAME QUANTITY OF LIGHT 
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS FROM FIVE MILLION TONS OF PETROLEUM AS 
COULD BE PRODUCED FROM EIGHT MILLION TONS OE PETROLEUM 
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UNDER PRESENT TECHNOLOGY. 

3. DIRECTOR GENERAL MUELLER ALSO INFORMED THE AMBASSADOR 
THAT DR. WOLFGANG NETTE OF THE LEUNA WORKS HAD JUST 
RECEIVED A PATENT ON THE NEW PROCESS, AND INDICATED A 
GENERAL INTEREST IN DEVELOPING BUSINESS RELATIONS WITH 

U.S. CONCERNS. MUELLER EXPRESSED INTEREST IN RECEIVING 
ARTICLES ON CHEMISTRY FROM SCHOLARLY U.S. CHEMICAL 
JOURNALS, WHICH WE ARE SEEKING TO OBTAIN THROUGH ICA. 

4. COMMENT: IN ABSENCE OF A SCIENCE ATTACHE, EMBASSY IS 
NOT ABLE TO EVALUATE LEUNA'S CLAIM FROM A TECHNICAL STAND- 
POINT AND WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION OR COMMENTS 
DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO PROVIDE. BOLEN 
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